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Funding of Teaching and Institutional Spending Autonomy
Setting and Retaining of Tuition Fees at Public Institutions
Student Financial Aid, Support Services, & Early Intervention

New  Zealand
System shaped by market-based reforms since late-1980s.  Demand-driven funding formula w/ price for seats set by govt.  With market-based changes, insts have greater degree of autonomy in spending. Public funding of seats in private training establishments (PTEs)  since 1992 w/ payments significantly expanded in 1999
No fees until 1990; means-tested fees set by govt in 1990 and 1991; Public insts allowed to set and retain fees beginning in 1992. Tuition fees, which vary by field of study, rose from <5 % of ed costs in 1990 to >30% in 2000.   Little or no growth in fees since 2000 as insts that raise fees lose all supplemental public funding.
Govt-financed loans w/income contingent repayment for students who borrow (since 1992). No interest for borrowers while enrolled since 2000. Universal allowances for living costs in 1989, replaced w/ targeted allowances in 1992. >1/2 of students now borrow; 1/3 now receive targeted allowances

Australia
In 1970s, the federal govt took over funding of HE from states that retained legislative authority over public insts.  Buffer body, disbanded in 1987, replaced with govt-set ‘relative funding’ formula still in effect. 1987 changes both increased and reduced inst autonomy to spend.  States fund post-compulsory vocational training (TAFE) on a contract basis.
Low fees abolished in 1970s as fed govt assumed full funding. HECS established in 1989–govt funded fees with repayment through tax system. HECS rates increased & three brackets introduced in 1997. Fees, now cover >25% of costs, are recycled as govt funding.  Foreign and other students in non-govt funded seats pay ‘full’ cost-based fees or higher, which insts retain.
Higher Education Contribution Scheme (HECS) begun in 1989 for all students in govt-funded seats who can prepay (at 25% discount) or repay on income contingent basis.  HECS repayment schedule made more targeted & less generous in 1997. Other loan programs (PELS, etc.) for fee-paying students. ‘AUSTUDY’ grants help pay living costs for about ½ of students.  

United States
Wide variation among states responsible for funding public insts in US.  Most now use cost-based funding formula w/ little prioritization for relevance. Inst autonomy varies state by state & among systems within state.  Public funds for training in community colleges, but no public funds for for-profit trade school seats. 
Low tuition fee policies until late 1970s (<10% of ed costs). Since, tuition fees have grown at twice inflation, esp. during recessions, & now average 30% of ed costs in public insts. States vary widely in tuition fee levels and inst autonomy to set fees. Fees typically do not vary by field of study, but often do vary by level of study.
Mix of private- and public-financed loans. Income contingent repayment option since 1993. ½ of students now borrow. Campus-based aid of grants, loans, & work (1965); main fed grant program (1972) now aids ¼ of all students.  Loans & grants apply to both fees & living – Students in for-profit trade schools fully aid eligible since 1972

England
Research separate from instruction, which is funded through a formula developed by buffer body based on normative costs and prioritized pricing. Insts now have high degree of autonomy; accountability met through outcome-based funding formula.
Long tradition of not charging any tuition fees.  Since 1998, govt has set uniform tuition fees of 1000 Br. Pds (US$1500) for all insts and fields of study since 1998; 1/3 or more students qualifying for means tested fee exemptions
Govt-funded student loans for living costs w/ no interest income contingent repayment replaced previous small private-funded loan program in 1998.  Means-tested fees replaced previous universal allowances in 1998
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