State Higher Education Executive Officers

K-16 Professional Development Collaborative Meeting

Thursday, August 17, 2006, 12:00 pm - 5:00 pm and
Friday, August 18, 2006, 8:30 am – 12:00 noon

The Westin Chicago River North, Chicago, Illinois

Please register by Friday, August 4, by sending the completed registration form to:

SHEEO Collaborative Meeting
3035 Center Green Drive, Suite 100
Boulder, CO  80301-2205


Or FAX to 303-541-1639       Or Email to gbein@sheeo.org
Payment:  Please mail check to above address.  Unfortunately, SHEEO cannot accept credit card payment.
Registration Fee:  $75 

Registration Cancellation:  A full refund will be provided for cancellations received by SHEEO by Friday, August 4, 2006.  No refunds are available after August 4, 2006.

~   H O T E L   I N F O R M A T I O N   ~
The conference hotel, The Westin Chicago River North, is sold out for our conference dates as of this publication 7/26/06.  The additional contracted block at the Amalfi Hotel Chicago is also full.  We have identified rooms available at the House of Blues Hotel, which is across the street from the Westin.

House of Blues Chicago



SHEEO Rate:  $189 + 15.4% tax single or double occupancy

333 Dearborn Street




Chicago, IL 60610
Phone: 312-245-0333
Fax: 312-923-2458

Hotel Reservations:  
· Call  312-245-0333; Refer to the “SHEEO” rate to ensure the group rate. 
· Do not call central reservations, as they will not have the special rate available.

Location:  Across the street from the Westin Chicago River North, the conference hotel.  You can find the House of Blues Hotel nestled in the Marina City Complex on the scenic Chicago River.
Directions:  30 minutes from O’Hare International Airport; 25 minutes from Midway International Airport

Check In/Out Time:  Check in time is 3:00 pm and check out time is 12:00 pm.
Parking:  Daily rate is $39/24 hr valet parking with in/out privileges; no self-parking is available in Hotel.


~   T R A N S P O R T A T I O N   ~
Fly into either O’Hare International Airport or Midway International Airport.
Travel from airports: WE RECOMMEND SUBWAY PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION FROM EITHER AIRPORT (45 minutes from O’Hare; 30 minutes from Midway), plus a 5-minute walk from Clark and Lake Streets.  Multi-day passes are available at Chicago Transit Authority machines in the airports.  A five-day visitor pass costs $18; three-day visitor pass costs $12; single trips cost $2.  For additional CTA information: Phone: 312-836-7000; TTY: 312-836-4949; E-mail: ctahelp@transitchicago.com 
Transportation from O’Hare 

The Chicago Transit Authority's (CTA) Blue Line provides 24-hour access between downtown Chicago and O'Hare International Airport. Trains run approximately every 8 minutes from 5 a.m. to 11 p.m. Monday through Friday, and approximately every ten minutes from 5 a.m. to 11 p.m. on weekends. Currently, a one-way fare for the 45-minute ride is $2.00. Please go to the Chicago Transit Authority website for further details. The CTA station is located at the lowest level of the Main Parking Garage (next to elevator center 4) and is accessible by pedestrian tunnels located in Terminals 1, 2, and 3. From Terminal 5, take the Airport Transit System (ATS) to Terminal 3 and follow the signs. Exit the train downtown at Clark and Lake Streets.  
Transportation from Midway 

Located just 10 miles from downtown Chicago, Midway is easily reachable by the Chicago Transit Authority's (CTA) Orange Line in just 20-30 minutes.  Exit the train downtown at Clark and Lake Streets.  Regional buses, downtown and suburban shuttles, and interstate highways are also accessible from Midway.  Most ground transportation access areas are located at the main entrance area of the terminal.  
Maps of Chicago:  The following link contains a map of Chicago public transportation from the airports to downtown.
  Click on “View Downtown Map” for an excellent reference.    http://www.transitchicago.com/maps/systemmaps.html
Shuttle:   Airport Express (Allow at least one hour; if more than 2 people, taxi is approximately the same cost.)  $25 one way; two people $18 each one way.

.  
Taxi:  Average cost is $30-35/one way to O’Hare; $22-28/one way to Midway
Rental cars at both airports:  Alamo: 1-800-462-5266; Avis: 1-800-331-1212; Budget: 1-800-527-0700; 
Hertz: 1-800-654-3131; National: 1-800-227-7368.  Please note that parking in the Hotel is available on valet basis at $37 per 24-hour period.  No self-parking is available in the Hotel.  

~   W H A T   T O   W E A R   ~
Casual business attire will be the norm; please dress comfortably.  In August, the normal high temperature in Chicago is 81 and average low is 62.  Average precipitation is 4.62 inches, so an umbrella could be useful!

~   Q U E S T I O N S  ?   ~
Contact Gladys Kerns, Executive Assistant/Meeting Planner 303-541-1604  or gkerns@sheeo.org

~   C H I C A G O    I N F O R M A T I O N   ~

Chicago is one of the great cities of the world. With its beautiful lakefront, incredible architecture and cosmopolitan culture, Chicago attracts millions from around the globe every year. In fact, more people visit Chicago for business than any other destination in the United States.
The downtown Museum Campus is home to three of Chicago's most beloved museums:  The Field Museum of Natural History, The Shedd Aquarium and the Adler Planetarium. Other internationally renowned institutions include the Museum of Contemporary Art, the Museum of Science and Industry and the Art Institute of Chicago. 

By foot, bus, boat or plane-- on the land, lake, river or in the sky-- you can tour all of Chicago from its famous landmarks to its world-renowned cultural institutions and attractions.   In addition, specialty tours take you into Chicago’s diverse neighborhoods, into unique special-interest company tours and much more.

Here is a link to the Chicago Convention and Tourism Bureau which will connect you with other links for all major Chicago attractions: 

http://www.meetinchicago.com/meet_attractions.html
Maps of Chicago:  The following link contains a map of Chicago public transportation from the airports to downtown.
  Click on “View Downtown Map” for an excellent reference.    http://www.transitchicago.com/maps/systemmaps.html
