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April 30, 2008 
 
 
 
The Honorable Hillary Clinton The Honorable John McCain The Honorable Barack Obama 
United States Senate United States Senate United States Senate 
Washington DC 20510 Washington DC 20510 Washington DC 20510 
 
 
 
Dear Senator Clinton, Senator McCain, and Senator Obama: 

The 44th President of the United States will have the greatest opportunity – and face the  
greatest necessity – since the 1950s to lead the nation to sustainable prosperity. In the knowledge 
economy of the 21st century America’s intellectual edge, creative ingenuity, and adaptive 
workforce are and will remain the most important components of national strength and  
economic security.  

By the end of the next President’s first term: 

• the United States will have 3 million more jobs requiring a bachelor’s degree and not 
enough college graduates to fill them;  

• ninety percent of the fastest-growing jobs, 60 percent of all new jobs, and 40 percent of 
manufacturing jobs will require some form of postsecondary education; and 

• global competition will demand research and innovation on a scale that even the U.S. is 
not yet prepared to sustain.  

To achieve economic security – improved family incomes and a strong job market – is a top 
priority for the American people and a prerequisite for continued national security. Both will 
require the next President of the United States to give urgent attention to higher education.  

The President and the Congress cannot create the conditions necessary for economic and  
national security without commitment, initiative, and creativity from the leaders of our states, 
communities, and schools and colleges. But as a candidate for our highest office, your leadership 
is essential. 
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In your campaign for the Presidency we urge you to:  

• Emphasize that the future security and prosperity of the United States requires a  
broad-based, cooperative national initiative to increase the knowledge and skills of  
all Americans, both the young and older working adults. 
 

• Establish a clear national goal – that the U.S. be second to no other nation in 

o the educational attainment of young adults, and 
o the discovery of new knowledge and innovative applications of knowledge. 

• Commit to working with the states and colleges and universities to increase by one 
million the annual production of postsecondary degrees and certificates – the additional 
number required by 2025 to bring the U.S. up to the performance of today’s leading 
nations in the educational attainment of young adults. 
 

• Commit to retooling federal higher education programs and policies, especially 
simplifying and expanding federal financial aid programs, so they more effectively 
advance the national priority of greater degree and certificate attainment, with no 
compromise on quality. 
 

• Commit to sustaining and deepening the scientific and technological prowess of the 
United States by making the necessary investments in basic research, by maintaining 
rigorous standards of quality, and by implementing educational and immigration policies 
that enable us to develop and compete for the best scientific talent in the world.   

The undersigned officers, members, and past members of the State Higher Education Executive 
Officers hold or have held responsibility for higher education policy leadership in the states. We 
are committed to these national goals and to working with you and the Congress to achieve them. 
The White Paper which follows makes the case for Presidential commitment and elaborates the 
specific actions we recommend. 

Thank you for your willingness to offer yourself as a candidate for President at this critical time 
and for your consideration of our views. 

Sincerely, 

Officers, Members, and Past Members  
National Association of State Higher Education Executive Officers (SHEEO) 
 

 



SHEEO Officers 
 
E. Joseph Savoie, Chair, Executive Committee 
Commissioner of Higher Education 
Louisiana Board of Regents 

Reginald L. Robinson, Chair Elect, Executive Committee 
President & CEO 
Kansas Board of Regents 

Robert T. Perry, Past Chair, Executive Committee 
Executive Director 
South Dakota Board of Regents 

Stephen J. Reno, Treasurer 
Chancellor 
University System of New Hampshire 

Paul E. Lingenfelter, President 
State Higher Education Executive Officers 

James H. McCormick, Chair, Federal Relations Committee 
Chancellor, Minnesota State Colleges & Universities 

David E. Skaggs, Vice Chair, Federal Relations Committee 
Executive Director 
Colorado Department of Higher Education 

 

 
 

Current SHEEO Members 
 
* Executive Committee Member 
** Federal Relations Committee Member 
 
Viviana M. Abreu Hernández 
Directora Ejecutiva/Executive Director 
Consejo de Educación Superior de Puerto Rico/  
Puerto Rico Council on Higher Eduation 

Diane Barrans 
Executive Director 
Alaska Commission on Postsecondary Education 

Andy Baumert 
Interim Executive Director 
Iowa Board of Regents 

Erskine B. Bowles 
President 
University of North Carolina 
 

Thomas Buchanan 
President 
University of Wyoming 

David L. Buhler 
Interim Commissioner of Higher Education 
Utah System of Higher Education 

Robert G. Clarke 
Chancellor 
Vermont State Colleges 

Bradford L. Cowgill 
Interim President 
Kentucky Council on Postsecondary Education 
 

Ann Daley  
Executive Director 
Washington Higher Education Coordinating Board 

Reed Dasenbrock 
Cabinet Secretary 
New Mexico Higher Education Department 

Erroll B. Davis, Jr. 
Chancellor 
Board of Regents of the University System of Georgia 

Kathryn G. Dodge 
Executive Director 
New Hampshire Postsecondary Education Commission 

Johanna Duncan-Poitier 
Senior Deputy Commissioner of Education - P-16 
New York State Education Department 

Judy Erwin* ** 
Executive Director 
Illinois Board of Higher Education 

Gregory G. Fitch 
Executive Director 
Alabama Commission on Higher Education 

Daniel Mark Fogel 
President 
The University of Vermont 

William G. Goetz** 
Chancellor 
North Dakota University System 

Murray J. Haberman 
Executive Director 
California Postsecondary Education Commission 



Mark Hamilton 
President 
University of Alaska System 

Judy G. Hample* 
Chancellor 
Pennsylvania State System of Higher Education 

Susan Heegaard* 
Director 
Minnesota Office of Higher Education 

Marshall A. Hill** 
Executive Director 
Nebraska's Coordinating Commission for Postsecondary Education 

Glen D. Johnson** 
Chancellor  
Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education 

Stanley G. Jones* 
Commissioner for Higher Education 
Indiana Commission for Higher Education 

Maureen Laffey 
Director 
Delaware Higher Education Commission 

Daniel J. LaVista* ** 
Executive Director 
State Council of Higher Education for Virginia 

James E. Lyons, Sr. 
Secretary of Higher Education 
Maryland Higher Education Commission 

David McClain* 
President 
University of Hawai‘i System 

Michael P. Meotti 
Commissioner 
Connecticut Department of Higher Education 

Thomas C. Meredith** 
Commissioner of Higher Education 
Mississippi Institutions of Higher Learning 

Brian Noland 
Chancellor 
West Virginia Higher Education Policy Commission 

Raymund Paredes 
Commissioner of Higher Education 
Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board 

Richard Pattenaude 
Chancellor 
University of Maine System 

George Pernsteiner 
Chancellor 
Oregon University System 

Patricia F. Plummer 
Commissioner 
Massachusetts Department of Higher Education 

James Purcell 
Director 
Arkansas Department of Higher Education 

Kevin P. Reilly 
President 
University of Wisconsin System 

Richard G. Rhoda 
Executive Director 
Tennessee Higher Education Commission 

James E. Rogers  
Chancellor  
Nevada System of Higher Education 

James O. Rose** 
Executive Director 
Wyoming Community College Commission 

Michael Rush 
Interim Executive Director 
Idaho State Board of Education 
 

Kathleen M. Shaw 
Deputy Secretary for Postsecondary and Higher Education 
Pennsylvania Department of Education 

Joel Sideman 
Executive Director 
Arizona Board of Regents 

Sheila Stearns 
Commissioner of Higher Education 
Montana University System 

Robert Stein 
Commissioner of Higher Education 
Missouri Department of Higher Education 

Garrison Walters 
Executive Director 
South Carolina Commission on Higher Education 

Jack R. Warner* 
Commissioner of Higher Education 
Rhode Island Board of Governors for Higher Education 

 



 
 
 

Former SHEEO Members 
 
Kenneth H. Ashworth 
Texas 

Don W. Brown 
Texas 

Patrick M. Callan 
Montana, Washington, 
California 

Letitia Chambers 
New Mexico 

Sally Clausen 
Louisiana 

Roderick G. W. Chu 
Ohio 
 

Richard A. Crofts 
Montana, Mississippi 

Gordon K. Davies 
Virginia, Kentucky 

Evan S. Dobelle 
Hawai‘i 

John K. Folger 
Tennessee 
 

Cecelia H. Foxley 
Utah 

Thomas E. Furlong, Jr. 
Florida 

James M. Furman 
Washington, Illinois 

Diane Suitt Gilleland 
Arkansas  
 

Elaine H. Hairston 
Ohio 

Bruce Hamlett 
New Mexico 

Tom Henry 
Wyoming 

Stephen T. Hulbert 
Rhode Island 

Larry Isaak 
North Dakota 

Richard S. Jarvis 
Nevada, Oregon 
 

Stephen M. Jordan 
Kansas 

Richard E. Kendell 
Utah 

Lee R. Kerschner 
Colorado 
 

Thomas D. Layzell 
Mississippi, Kentucky 

Valerie F. Lewis 
Connecticut 

David A. Longanecker 
Minnesota, Colorado 

Terrence J. MacTaggart 
Maine 

Dewayne Matthews 
New Mexico 

Michael J. Mullen 
West Virginia 
 

Jane A. Nichols 
Nevada 

Donald J. Nolan 
New York 

J. A. (Dolph) Norton 
Ohio 

Gerald W. Patton 
New York 

Ronald A. Phipps 
Alaska 
 

William H. Pickens 
California 
 

Robert K. Poch 
Minnesota 

Stephen R. Portch 
Georgia 

Robert L. Potts 
North Dakota 

David R. Powers 
Minnesota, Nebraska 
 

Kerry D. Romesburg 
Alaska 
 

Kenneth A. Shaw 
Wisconsin 

David S. Spence 
Florida 
 

A. Robert Thoeny 
Washington 

Richard D. Wagner 
Illinois 

Joseph W. Westphal 
Maine 
 

Blenda J. Wilson 
Colorado 
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