
[image: image1.png]Intemational Institute
for Educational Planning
alearning organization




[image: image2.png]




[image: image3.png]W




[image: image4.png]









[image: image5.png]









[image: image6.png]









[image: image7.png]







[image: image8.png]




[image: image9.png]




EdSup Info link: resources on student support schemes, loans, grants and scholarship policies

A presentation, March 10th, 2005

http://lst-iiep.iiep-unesco.org/wwwisis/form_edloan2.htm 

http://lst-iiep.iiep-unesco.org/wwwisis/studsup_form.htm
What is EDSUP

EDSUP is a unique online database on student support systems, loans, grants and scholarship policies worldwide, containing bibliographical references, abstracts and links to print and electronic publications and online resources.

Over 400 scientific studies, research papers, policy reviews, government publications, official documents, national student support websites and other primary online resources and projects have been collected, summarised and entered into EDSUP. 

EDSUP includes direct links to over 300 downloadable texts, including links to +30 national student support administration Web sites. All selected publications and study projects date from 2000 onwards to provide only the latest and most relevant information. 

Over 85 countries are referenced, touching all regions of the world. At present, primacy is given to European countries and OECD Member States. This was motivated by the fact that the quantity of the studies conducted on student support systems and their primary object overwhelming originates in these countries. 

To better guide the user’s search, a downloadable Glossary of EDSUP keywords is made available.

Accessible to the greater public from the IIEP Website, it will be situated as a sub-topic in Research: Finance mechanisms.

Its objectives

The aim of EDSUP is to serve policy-makers, donor agencies, policy analysts, researchers, educational administrators and civil societies through:

· The collection of data and information on student support schemes worldwide from different sources, both printed and online material

· Provision of reliable abstracts and quality resources for policy analysis of student support schemes worldwide 

It equally aims to increase the overall capacity and scope of IIEP documentation services to disseminate value-added knowledge to interested stakeholders 

History of EDSUP

Introduction

Student support schemes are a means to fulfilling these goals. These support schemes have existed worldwide in one form or another however, over the last decade, these systems have undergone several and profound transformations. Higher education is becoming increasingly more expensive. It is also in transition from an elitist to a mass system. Provoked by insufficient public funds to cover the rising cost, policy-makers have been obliged to seek new financial sources to supplement government funding of higher education. This has subsequently had a direct impact on student support schemes. Cost-sharing and cost recovery mechanisms have been the general response to financial austerity facing governments and higher education institutions alike but these policies have been implemented in different forms around the world. 
As more countries turn towards increased household contributions, adapting diverse models to the national profile and socio-economic context, this offers an enriched opportunity to study what works, what doesn’t work and why. To better guide policy-makers in their search for optimal student support systems, it is necessary to identify good and weak practices as well as key factors for successful implementation and management of different systems of student support. Without reliable information to develop improved and appropriate models of student support and to stimulate public debate, policy-makers run a high risk of alienating the general public, inadequately securing assistance for (modest) students and failing to generate high revenue. 

Originating with IIEP director, Gudmund Hernes, and further developed and coordinated by Education Programme Specialist, Igor Kitaev, the idea of creating an online resource on student support schemes flourished. The aim was to satisfy the general growing demand for this information as well as specifically addressing IIEP research priorities in the analysis of the different kinds of education financing and management in higher education. 

Before undertaking any project, various sources were examined in early 2003, which included the World Bank, OECD, EURYDICE, as well as universities, institutes, and associations. For the most part, these sources tended to be partial and limited in their scope, either by providing only in-house research and/or restricting research to specific geographical zones. In several cases, an advanced searchable engine was not made available for users. 

· From many years now, the World Bank has been researching, examining and financing national strategic policies on student support schemes to encourage more efficient and equitable funding. To date, it has accumulated a rich source of World Bank sponsored literature on policy analyses and development, research studies and conference presentations, which are available in PDF format. 

· The OECD's program on Institutional Management in Higher Education (IMHE) is currently examining higher education funding and student support policies for Member countries. Research is published in its quarterly review, available in print or online with a paid subscription.

· In 1999, the European Council’s EUYDICE, published a comparative analysis on student support systems and the trends and debates in European Union and EFTA/EEA countries in the aim to provide readily comparable information for strengthening European Community cooperation in higher education. 

· From what we know, some universities and institutes are currently engaged in projects to study, document and promote policy analysis on student support systems at the national and/or international level. 

· As an example of what some universities are doing, The International Comparative Higher Education Finance and Accessibility Project
, spearheaded by D. Bruce Johnstone, is creating an online documentation centre of country models worldwide, national policies on student support systems and on parental and student contributions. http://www.gse.buffalo.edu/org/IntHigherEdFinance/
Consequently, the EDSUP project was launched in mid-2003. 

The first stage involved the collection, selection and production of abstracts of identified resources on student support schemes. Beginning with print publications and articles available in the IIEP Documentation Centre, the range of materials was rapidly expanded to include online resources. 

Because of the evolving nature of student support schemes and the vicissitudes of the economy, the abstracts themselves tend not to provide detailed information regarding loan and grant amounts, interest rates, repayment arrangements, conditions to receive benefits, etc. Such information is disclosed in a separate downloadable document, entitled “Additional Information”.

The second phase concentrated on the conceptualisation and development of an online database to reference, store and access the selected sources. The logistical software GENISIS, which is employed for the IIEP EPIDOC and ETICO databases, was used to create and manage the database. 

The identified resources are indexed and cross-referenced by geographic areas, authors, and keywords. If possible, the database also provides a direct link to the referenced source and its downloadable text - one striking and important advantage of online resources.
The UNESCO thesaurus provided the initial broad base of educational terms for the keyword search function, including the geographic areas. Yet due to the specificity of the subject matter, words common in the literature on cost sharing policies and student aid schemes, were adopted as free keywords and integrated into the database. 

Interestingly, the extensive referencing to downloadable texts and other online sources created recurring technical difficulties, causing the system to frequently shut down. This was explained by the fact that the original software GENISIS had been built to process this new data, i.e. links. The creator of GENISIS was contacted, made aware of the problem, and subsequently, redesigned the software to adapt to this new evolution in data entry.

One could say that EDSUP has equally advanced technology!

For the near future: promotion
EDSUP will go into its third stage, dealing with its promotion. In order to ensure that a broader public is reached, a cost-free publicity campaign has been planned. Various methods will be employed to guarantee reaching target users, which include: 

(1) Online registration: the site will be registered with the larger online directories, such as yahoo, excite… 

(2) Metatags: this will facilitate search engines in identifying EDSUP in relevant search requests.

(3) Links: a standard email will be sent to identified Websites in the aim to encourage sites to add a link to EDSUP from their own Website. 

(4) Targeted Web sites: selected Websites will be approached to provide higher visibility of EDSUP on their Website.

What to consider for the future… 

To ensure EDSUP ongoing relevancy, quality and efficiency, three recommendations have been identified. 

It has been noted that the “shelf life” of a link for a downloadable text is three to four months before the text becomes archived elsewhere in the Website or is entirely removed from the Internet. Because of the large number of links found in EDSUP, this could pose a problem and weaken its worthiness and quality. 

To overcome this obstacle, for the most two links are provided in the bibliographical reference. One link provides the direct electronic address for the text and a second link to the hosting Website. 

To eliminate the database of dead links, it however requires periodic verification, and when necessary, updating. 

For this reason, IIEP may want to consider investing in logistical software that detects and notifies of obsolete links. This will prove equally useful for EPIDOC and any future online resources, given that increasing numbers of publications are made available on the Internet.

Secondly, someone should be assigned to monitor and update the database. A possibility to be considered is the use of an intern, such as a student in the Paris V Master’s professional programme ECEF.

Thus far, English has been the preferred language, with some French references. Because those working on EDSUP had lacked skills in Spanish, one might consider that there is a deficit in sources pertaining to Spanish-speaking countries. Again, this could be overcome by a Spanish-speaking intern who could simultaneously address the need to update EDSUP and to compliment its content in the region of Latino countries. 
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EdSup Info link: resources on student support schemes, loans, grants and scholarship policies
Striking a balance between equitable access and adequate financial resources for higher education

Student loans are replacing bursaries as the principal form of student financial aid
Governments worldwide are placing increased emphasis on cost sharing policies. Cost recovery efficiency, sustainability and widening access have become key priorities in student aid management.

Collecting and summarizing information on cost sharing policies, student grants and scholarships
IIEP is investigating the diversification of financial resources and financial management in higher education. This database serves as a resource tool for student finance policies and studies.

EdSup Info link: resources on student support schemes 
400 references to government policies, policy studies, research projects and national student aid websites.

Launch search, view the abstract and download the complete document if available. 

CDS/ISIS data base : EDLOAN
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ANNEX 3 EDSUP SEARCH HELP GUIDE

Author 
Search personal authors (e.g. Johnstone) or corporate authors (e.g. DfES). To search more than one term use ";" between them (e.g. Johnstone;Woodhall or World Bank;DfES;ILO) If you are unsure of the spelling, use the Index.

Keywords 
Words or groups of words selected to express the subject matter of a work see Glossary. To search more than one term use ";" between them (e.g. income contingent loans;merit aid)

Geographic coverage
Restrict your search to a region or a particular country. To search more than one term use ";" between them (e.g. Cape Verde;Angola). If you are unsure of the spelling, use the Index

Date or Language
To select more than one, press the "Ctrl" key while clicking

Contains all/any
Restrict your search with "all" or broaden your search with "any"

 ANNEX 4 EXAMPLES OF SEARCH RESULTS

19 Result(s) for : (Geographic Keywords=DEVELOPING COUNTRIES) and (Keywords=STUDENT LOANS or EDUCATIONAL FEES)
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World Bank. Economics of Education Thematic Group
Chapman, Bruce
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 Reform of Ethiopian higher education financing: conceptual and policy issues
1999 
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World Bank. Africa Regional Office. Human Development
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 Mozambique - Higher Education Project
February 2002 ; 95 p. 
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Society for Educational Research and Development (India)
Dachi, Hillary A.
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 Student loans in higher education in Tanzania: a delusion, or a hidden benevolent grant scheme?
In : Perspectives in Education 
July 2000 ; Vol.16 , Nº3 ; p. 145-162 
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University of Wales (Aberystwyth, UK)
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 Paying for learning: the debate on student fees, grants and loans in international perspective
In : Welsh Journal of Education 
2002 ; Vol.11 , Nº1 ; 121 p. 
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University of Wales (Aberystwyth, UK)
Johnstone, D. Bruce
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 Challenges of financial austerity: imperatives and limitations of revenue diversification in higher education
In : Paying for learning: the debate on student fees, grants and loans in international perspective 
In : Welsh Journal of Education 
2002 ; Vol.11 , Nº1 ; p. 18-35 
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Sodnomtseren, Altantsetseg
[image: image109.png]


 Financing public higher education institutions in Mongolia
2001-2002 
[image: image110.wmf]g

f

e

d

c




[image: image115.png]




  
[image: image114.png]




 [image: image113.png]Display marked records_





 [image: image112.png]Displ






 


 
1. DEVELOPING COUNTREIES; STUDENT LOANS; EDUCATIONAL GRANTS 

Title : Reform of Ethiopian higher education financing: conceptual and policy issues
educational fees; student loans; educational reform repayment arrangements; income contingent loans; up-front fees; national service repayments [image: image116.wmf]
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Ethiopia; Africa South of the Sahara; Africa; developing countries [image: image117.wmf]

66§Country§dev


Authors : Chapman, Bruce
Corporate Authors : World Bank. Economics of Education Thematic Group
Imprint : Washington, D.C., World Bank, 1999
Series : Economics of Education Series. 002
Notes : Incl. references

Abstract : This paper examines cost sharing and the use of income contingent repayment loans in general and then more specifically how ICRL can be applied to Ethiopia's higher education system. In Ethiopia, the critical challenge to implementing ICRL is the collection of repayments which can only work if the government is able to document both the obligations and the income of former students. This problem is surmountable since most graduates in Ethiopia seek employment in the public sector, for example, as bureaucrats, nurses and teachers, where there is a relatively close documentation of salaries and a concomitant and functioning taxation mechanism.
URL : http://www.worldbank.org/education/economicsed/research/econseries/Chapman.htm


Title : The Surge for cost sharing in higher education in Africa
educational grants; student housing; Educational policy user fees [image: image118.wmf]
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Africa; Africa South of the Sahara; Developing countries; Mali; Equatorial Guinea; Ethiopia [image: image119.wmf]
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Authors : Barry, Abdourahmane; Selassie, Abebayehu Takle; Konate, Adama
Corporate Authors : State University of New York, SUNY at Buffalo. Center for Comparative & Global Studies in Education, CCGSE (USA)
Periodical : CCSGE Newsletter , 4, 1. 

Abstract : Higher education in Sub-Saharan Africa has traditionally depended on high government provision, often at the expense of institutional autonomy for universities. Given the recent financial austerity in public funds and the multiple socio-economic problems challenging many Sub-Saharan societies, cost sharing can be seen as a means both to generate revenue and to foster autonomy and market responsiveness. However, in comparison to most regions worldwide, the practice of cost sharing is still at its enfant stage. This paper explores recent experiences and trends of cost sharing from Ethiopia, Republic of Guinea, and Republic of Mali, briefly outlining major policy reforms.
URL : http://www.gse.buffalo.edu/DC/CCGSE/vol4_iss1/p7.htm
URL : http://www.gse.buffalo.edu/DC/CCGSE/index.html
More information


More information
Some recent reforms are: 

Ethiopia: 

· the government had subsidised instruction costs and cost of living (food, lodging, health insurance)

· in 1994, the Education and Training Policy of Ethiopia adopted cost sharing measures however it underscored its importance and its implementation has been delayed.

Republic of Guinea: 

· until 1984, tuition, room and board were subsidised for all students who were also guaranteed employment

· following the collapse of the socialist government (1) private undergraduate education was encouraged and (2) subsidised room and board was abolished and (3) academic conditions were introduced for stipends. 

· The paper considers that cost sharing could go even farther with the introduction of fees without creating a financial barrier for the other students. 

Republic of Mali: 

· Scholarships were non-selective, available to all students, 

· Today, scholarships are becoming increasingly more difficult to obtain

· no tuition is charged and entrance fees are nominal

· no other financial aid scheme exists to assist students with living costs.

In Mali and Guinea

· there is a growing tendency amongst parents to pay for their children’s education abroad 

2. NATIONAL STUDENT SUPPORT WEBSITES
Title : National Student Financial Aid Scheme
government; Government organizations; student loans means-tested loans; income contingent loans [image: image121.wmf]
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South Africa; Africa; Africa South of the Sahara [image: image122.wmf]
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Related project : National Student Financial Aid Scheme (NSFAS)

Abstract : The National Student Financial Aid Scheme of South Africa (NSFAS) seeks to have an impact on South Africa's racially skewed student populations by providing a sustainable financial aid system that enables academically deserving and financially needy students to meet their own and South Africa's development needs. Principally considered as a tool for students and institutions, the NSFAS website has limited information concerning its administration, loan statistics and history.
URL : https://www.nsfas.org.za/nsfas_main.htm


Title : Australia's Higher Education Contribution Scheme (HECS)
government organizations; student loans; university students; research income contingent loans [image: image123.wmf]
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Australia; Asia and the Pacific; OECD countries [image: image124.wmf]
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Related project : Higher Education Contribution Scheme (Australia), HECS; Postgraduate Education Loan Scheme (Australia), PELS

Abstract : The official site of Australia's Higher Education Contribution Scheme provides up-to-date and detailed information on HECS and other forms of financial assistance (PELS, OLDPS, BOTPLS), aid for New Zealand students and other foreign students, for those wishing to studying abroad, fees, and calculations on liabilities. In brief, the HECS provides income contingent loans, including targeted loans. PELS aims to assist postgraduate students, OLDS targets part-time students and BOTPLS assists overseas trained professionals seeking entry into selected professional occupations. Special circumstances are granted to New Zealand students. Changes for 2004 include increased differential tuition fees, new income thresholds (beginning at $25 348) and repayment rates for income. Downloadable manuals, guides, and application forms are available.
URL : http://www.hecs.gov.au/


Title : Hong Kong SARS Student Financial Aid Agency

government; educational administration; educational grants; student loans; scholarships; adult students; travel grants tuition discounting; unsubsidised loans [image: image125.wmf]
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Hong Kong China; Asia [image: image126.wmf]
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Abstract : The Student Financial Aid Agency is the Hong Kong SARS governmental agency responsible for the administration of all financial assistance schemes for students in secondary, tertiary and continuing education programs. One will find detailed information on how loan programs, grants and scholarships operate and comprehensive statistical data. The Hong Kong SAR government provides a wide range of assistance for tuition and income support: non-selective loans, tuition exemption, grants, loans, scholarships, textbook support and travel subsidies.
URL : http://www.info.gov.hk/sfaa/
More information

More information
The existing student assistance schemes and what they offer are the following:

Local Student Financial Scheme (LSFS) offers means-tested grants and loans to full-time students enrolled in universities: 

· Means-testing is based on number of children, household income and assets

· Grants are available to cover tuition and student union fees 

· Loans cover living expenses

· The amount awarded is based on financial need

· Loan repayment period is five years, with quarterly instalments

Financial Assistance Scheme for Post-secondary Students (FASP) provides assistance to full-time students enrolled in post-secondary educational institutions:

· Repayable grants or loans are to cover tuition fees, with a maximum annual amount of $55 890

· Grant repayments incur 2.5 percent interest charge

· Loans repayments occur over 6 to 10 years with a charged 2.5 percent interest rate.

Secondary and higher education students can benefit from travel grants, provided they live a minimum 10 minute walk from the educational institution and use public transportation. 

Non-means Tested Student Loans (NSL) provides financial assistance to cover tuition fees, offering different  benefits to full-time students who study in universities and those enrolled in PSE.

· Administration fee is HK$240 for university students and HK$165 for PSE students

· Interest charge is 2.19 percent below the average best lending rate

· For beneficiaries of other assistance programmes, the amount available is equivalent to tuition fees minus any amount awarded by LSFS or FASP.

· For students who have not been awarded any assistance, the amount is equivalent to tuition fees

· Repayment period is 10 years 

13 Result(s) for : (Geographic Keywords=OECD COUNTRIES) and (Keywords=PRIVATE LOANS)
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Association of Universities and Colleges of Canada
Tamburri, Rosanna
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 Government funding shifts from universities to students: study
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 Des Gouvernements genereux envers les etudiants
In : University Affairs / Affaires universitaires 
November 2002 ; p. 34 
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Social Insurance Institution of Finland
Blomster, P.
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 The Livelihood of university students and access to financial aid in 20th century Finland
2000 ; 147 p. 
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Russell Group of Universities (UK)
Greenaway, David [et al.]
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 Funding universities to meet national and international challenges
2000 ; 110 p. 
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Canadian Society for the Study of Higher Education
Finnie, Ross
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 Student loans: the empirical record
In : Canadian Journal of Higher Education 
September 2001 ; Vol.31 , Nº3 ; p. 93-142 
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Canada. Human Resources Development Canada
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 Evaluation of the Canada Student Loans Program
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 Évaluation du Programme canadien de prêts aux étudiants
1997 
[image: image138.wmf]g

f

e

d

c
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Canada Millennium Scholarship Foundation
Junor, Sean [et al.]
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 The Price of knowledge: access and student finance in Canada
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 Le Prix du savoir: l'accès à l'éducation et la situation financière au Canada
2002 ; 215 p. 
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Institute for Higher Education Policy (USA)
Wegmann, Catherine A. [et al.]
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 Private loans and choice in financing higher education
2003 ; 124 p. 
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3. OECD COUNTRIES; PRIVATE LOANS

Title : Government funding shifts from universities to students: study
student loans; educational fees; savings tax relief; financing choices; means-tested loans; private loans; credit cards [image: image149.wmf]
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Authors : Tamburri, Rosanna
Corporate Authors : Association of Universities and Colleges of Canada, AUCC
Related project : Canadian Millennium Scholarship Foundation student finance survey
Periodical : University Affairs , p. 34

Abstract : Based on the student finances survey conducted by the Canada Millennium Scholarship Foundation, this article reports on the shift of government spending in higher education, from direct funds to educational institutions towards students and families. Since 1996, the amount allotted to student assistance and tax breaks has doubled, from 12 percent to 21 percent. It shows that tax incentives (tax credits, government savings plan) introduced in the late 1990s, are becoming an important part in the federal government finance policies for higher education. The article suggests that such measures side-step laborious negotiations with provincial governments thereby, facilitating policy implementation; however, it warns that tax incentives tend to benefit better-off households. What is new in student behaviour is the use of bank loans and credit cards. The survey findings show that parents overestimate the possibility of their children qualifying for government assistance. 90 percent of all parents believe that their children qualify while fewer than 60 percent are eligible.
URL : http://www.universityaffairs.ca/issues/2002/nov/en34.pdf
URL : http://www.affairesuniversitaires.ca/Francais/issues/2002/nov/fr35.pdf
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Authors : Wegmann, Catherine A.; Cunningham, Alisa F.; Merisotis, Jamie P.
Corporate Authors : Institute for Higher Education Policy (USA), IHEP
Related project : National Association of Financial Aid Administrators (USA), NASFAA; The Education Research Institute (USA), TERI
Imprint : Washington, D.C., IHEP, 2003
Collation : 124 p.
Notes : Incl. app., executive summary, figures, biblio.

Abstract : Private student loans only accounts for $5 billion annually compared to $40 billion allocated through government loans. Nevertheless, the private student loan market is rapidly growing in the US and is surpassing other forms of assistance. Drawing from recent data, this study examines the major trends of private loans and students' choices on where to study. It reveals that non-governmental loan funds are becoming a critical factor in decisions concerning which institution and type of program. Increasingly, private loans are being used to pay for higher-priced colleges and have become a crucial source of support for students attending law school, medical school, and other professional programs. As household contribution and financial aid from other programs are insufficient to meet costs of study, more students are taking out private loans, in addition to having already borrowed the maximum for which they are eligible under federal loan programs.
URL : http://www.ihep.com
URL : http://www.nasfaa.org/PDFs/2003/Pvtloansfinal.PDF
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Authors : Bettinger, Eric
Corporate Authors : National Bureau of Economic Research (USA), NBER
Related project : Federal Pell Grants (USA); Ohio State (USA)
Imprint : Cambridge (USA), NBER, 2004
Series : Economics of Education W10242

Abstract : The Pell Grant program is the largest means-tested financial assistance available to postsecondary students across the United States, yet researchers have only limited evidence on the causal effects of these grants. This paper examines the effect of Pell grants on student persistence after the first year. The paper uses unique, student-level data from all public colleges in Ohio. The data include detailed financial data which allow identification of small discontinuities in the Pell grant formula. It exploits these discontinuities to identify the causal effects of the voucher. The results based on discontinuity approaches suggest that Pell grants reduce college drop-out behavior. The results in this paper support other evidence that find a relationship between need-based aid and college completion (e.g. Dynarski 2002, Turner and Bound 2002.
URL : http://www.nber.org/
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Authors : Yorke, Mantz; Thomas, Liz
Corporate Authors : Association for Tertiary Education Management (Australia), ATEM
Periodical : Journal of Higher Education Policy and Management , 25, 1. p. 63-74
Notes : Incl. notes, references
Related institutions : Higher Education Funding Council for England (UK), HEFCE

Abstract : Success in higher education for students from lower socio-economic groups and from disadvantaged backgrounds is becoming an increasingly important policy goal in the UK and abroad. An analysis of the HEFCE performance indicators identified six higher education institutions performing above their benchmarks with regard to widening participation and also student retention and completion. This prompted an investigation of what these institutions had been doing that might account for their success. Semi-structured interviews were conducted with senior managers responsible for retention and completion, which focused on institutional strategy. Analysis of the interviews suggested that to retain these students required a strong policy commitment to access and retention, backed up by practical action. A number of actions were identified as possible contributors to such success, amongst which included adequate student finance and integrating a term-time work program.
URL : http://www.tandf.co.uk/journals/titles/1360080X.asp
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Authors : Ziderman, Adrian
Periodical : Economics of Education Review , 21, 4. p. 367-380
Notes : Incl. references

Abstract : A student loans scheme (SLS) came into effect recently in Thailand, covering both upper secondary and tertiary level schooling. The central objective of the scheme is social - to increase access of poor students and to prevent student dropout. The loans scheme is highly subsidised owing to the extremely favourable repayment conditions, which in turn calls into question the longer-term financial viability of the scheme. The average repayment ratio on loans is only about 20 percent, while an overall loan recovery, taking into account repayment default and administration costs, is 10 percent or less. It is recommended that the loans scheme for the upper secondary schooling be converted to a grants scheme; alternative reforms are suggested to raise the average repayment and recovery ratios on loans for tertiary level students, closer in line with international experience.
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Authors : Ziderman, Adrian
Corporate Authors : UNESCO-IIEP. UNESCO Principal Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific (Thailand), PROAP
Related project : IIEP Research Project P7-FIN-school
Imprint : Paris, UNECO IIEP, 2003
Collation : 151 p.
Series : Mechanisms & strategies of educational finance: student loans in Asia
Notes : Also published under the same title by UNESCO Bangkok Office. Incl. list of abbr, tables, figures, references, app., statistical appendix tables 

Abstract : First in a series of case studies on national student loan schemes in Asia, this publication provides an in-depth analysis and critical evaluation of Thailand's Student Loan Scheme (SLS). Established in 1996, the SLS soon afterwards underwent several changes in the aftermath of the Asian economic crisis, which saw a reduction of public subsidies and in household income, a decrease in enrolment at educational institutions and an increase in drop-outs. This situation forced the government to implement swift and ad hoc reforms, changes that would later jeopardize the SLS efficiency in promoting social equity and financial sustainability. Initially implemented with minimal planning and arbitrary budget forecasting, the SLS offered government subsidised loans to upper secondary and higher education students and strongly emphasized the social objective to promote access in low-income groups, to which was later added the objective of preventing drop-out. However, no consideration was given to cost recovery. It provided generous eligible conditions based on household income (300 000 baht annual income enabled middle-income students to benefit) and substantial hidden subsidies (1 percent interest charged with a 15-year repayment period). This led to unplanned demand and consequently, unexpected and unsustainable funding. Cited as one of the major areas for reform, the author outlines the transformation of loans to grants for secondary students and the introduction of close market value loans. Secondly, handicapped by weak central control, an increasingly inequitable and ineffective system of institution-based loan distribution evolved whereby, public and private educational institutions determined loan policies. The lack of objectively defined criteria to identify target groups weakened the ability to adequately reach poor students, with only 25 percent of poor students becoming beneficiaries. Without mainstreaming regulations for loan distribution, a considerable portion of aid goes to better-off families.
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Authors : Johnstone, D. Bruce
Related project : International Comparative Higher Education Financing and Accessibility Project (USA), ICHEFAP
Meetings : Universities Project. 24th Symposium. Salzburg, Austria, March 12-16. 2003
Imprint : 2003
Collation : 4 p.

Abstract : This paper is a reprint of Johnstone's contribution to the 5-year University Project, hosted by the Salzburg Seminar. In this paper, he outlines the global problems and issues relating to higher education financing as well as the specific problems and solutions that exist in the former Soviet satellite countries. The paper emphasises the political failure to develop equitable cost-sharing models, thus accentuating social inequities. In Eastern Europe, where free higher education was once constitutionally guaranteed but extremely selective, a dual system has been implanted whereby, there are fee-paying students and government subsidised students. By 2000, one in two students in Eastern Europe pays tuition fees which generates up to one third of the revenue for HEI. Johnstone argues that while this system eases potential ideological opposition, it should only be a temporary policy. In the long run, it will be necessary to shed the false pretence of free education for an equitable cost-sharing model for all students.
URL : http://www.gse.buffalo.edu/org/inthigheredfinance/publications_pricePaid.htm
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Authors : Johnstone, D. Bruce
Corporate Authors : University of Wales (Aberystwyth, UK)
In : Paying for learning: the debate on student fees, grants and loans in international perspective
Periodical : The Welsh Journal of Education , 11, 1. p. 18-35
Notes : Incl. references

Abstract : This international survey of financing higher education discusses the imperative for revenue diversification in light of financial austerity, offering reflections on the common response to this financial crisis: cost sharing with non-governmental sources and student lending. It begins with a review of neo-liberal arguments which endorse this trend. The author however rejects this rationale, citing several reasons. Nonetheless, inefficient tax collection and monopolisation of public funds by other social services is the reality and hence, the explication for alternative finance options, or capped enrolment. The paper then examines a series of limitations and difficulties encountered in the implementation of revenue diversification, often proving to be more challenging for less industrialised countries. For many cash-strapped countries, who also suffer from poor infrastructures, their economic, technical, and cultural conditions often do not favour successful policy implementation. This paper ends with some recommendations, observing that the obstacles are not insurmountable.
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Authors : Martin, Robert E.
Periodical : Economics of Education Review , 21, 2. p. 125-136
Notes : Incl. references

Abstract : It is frequently assumed that rising enrolment improves an institution's financial condition. This demonstrates how enrolment growth can have an adverse impact on the institution's financial condition, even in the presence of excess capacity. The reason for this surprising conclusion is that the size of the subsidy required to attract additional students may cause the net financial impact to be negative. This paper warns administrators and their governing boards to carefully review their tuition discounting policies, as private institutions have been very aggressive in their competition for gifted students. The study provides a theoretical discussion of tuition discounting policies and explores how the marginal benefit varies across public/private institutions and across institutions with different missions.
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Authors : Redd, Kenneth E.
Corporate Authors : National Association of Student Financial Aid Administrators (USA), NASFAA; Lumina Foundation for Education (USA)
Related project : Federal Pell Grants (USA)
Imprint : Indianapolis (USA), Lumina Foundation for Education, 2000
Collation : 43 p.
Series : New Agenda Series Vol. 3, No. 2
Notes : Incl. biblio., executive summary

Abstract : During the 1990s, while tuition and fee charges increased at four-year private colleges and universities, federal grant-based assistance decreased, forcing students to incur large debts. At the same time, many private institutions felt compelled to increase grant aid to undergraduates coming from all socio-economic backgrounds. In addition, competition among institutions for academically gifted students became fierce. Many four-year private colleges and universities responded by implementing tuition discounting policies to meet their enrolment and revenue goals. However, higher education analysts have become increasingly concerned with the growing use of tax discounting. This report examines whether the aims of tax discounting have been successfully achieved - increased revenue generation and improved academic "profile" - and what has been the impact on enrolment of low-income students. It demonstrates that thus far, discounting strategies have little affect on institutional academic profile. There are greater numbers of students from lower-income families but this comes at a steep price whereby, one in four private institutions have recorded large losses in revenue, resulting in decreased spending on instruction and other services.
URL : http://www.luminafoundation.org/
URL : http://www.luminafoundation.org/publications/discountingtowarddisaster.pdf
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Authors : Callender, Claire
Corporate Authors : Universities UK; Higher Education Funding Council for England (UK), HEFCE
Imprint : London, Universities UK, 2003
Collation : 203 p.
Notes : Incl. references & statistical methodolgy

Abstract : Student aid in the UK has undergone radical transformations, shifting from a grant-based system to a government subsidised loan system. This has raised considerable questions about the elasticity of student borrowing, the impact of debt on students and HE institutions, and perceptions of debt by prospective students. Based on a nationwide survey of school leavers and FE college students in their final year of study, this study explores these concerns. Drawing from this sample population, 15 percent had decided not to enter HE, 12 percent were undecided and 73 percent had decided to go. Significant socio-economic differences emerged between those who had rejected HE and those who decided to enrol.
URL : http://www.universitiesuk.ac.uk/
URL : http://www.universitiesuk.ac.uk/bookshop/downloads/studentdebt.pdf
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Authors : Thomson, Alan
Periodical : The Times Higher Education Supplement (THES) , 
Notes : Incl. chart of repayment of graduation debt

Abstract : This article reports on research results from a study on the impact of top-up fees on men and women and their ability to repay student loans. It reveals that the average woman would not be able to repay her student debt because her earnings would be insufficient to keep up with the rate of inflation. On the other hand, the average man will repay his loan in 23 years owing to the reality that a male's earnings rise more quickly and benefit from superior life-time earnings. The Liberal Democrats who funded the research is calling for measures to take into account this gender discrepancy in future student assistance programs.
URL : http://www.thes.co.uk/main.aspx
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European Institute of Education and Social Policy (France)
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 From a loan-based to a grant-based student support system: the Finnish experience
In : Education: Recent points of view of the economists 
In : European Journal of Education, Research, Development, and Policies 
March 2000 ; Vol.35 , Nº1 ; p. 97-109 
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Social Insurance Institution of Finland
Blomster, P.
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 The Livelihood of university students and access to financial aid in 20th century Finland
2000 ; 147 p. 
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France. Ministère de la jeunesse, de l'éducation, et de la recherche
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 L'Enseignement supérieur: la vie étudiante
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Conseil de l'emploi, des revenus et de la cohésion sociale (France)
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 Éducation et redistribution
2003 ; 80 p. 
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Title : From a loan-based to a grant-based student support system: the Finnish experience
educational reform; educational grants; student loans; student employment; parent participation financing choices; living allowances [image: image328.wmf]
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Authors : Kivinen, Osmo; Hedman, Juha
Corporate Authors : European Institute of Education and Social Policy (France), EIESP
In : Education: Recent points of view of the economists
Periodical : European Journal of Education, Research, Development, and Policies , 35, 1. p. 97-109
Notes : Incl. references

Abstract : The article discusses the evolutions that have occurred in student income sources and expenditures since the Student Aid Reform Act of 1992, which had replaced the loan-based student support system with a grant-based system. It examines the evolved changes in student, parental, and State contributions to students' incomes. The article begins with a comprehensive description and statistical analysis of the national economic support scheme for students. Due to the specificity of the current Finnish system whereby, support is based on age and accommodation, and not on social-economic criteria, the study compares the data by regrouping the students who live at home and those who live independently. The results show that grants are insufficient to cover the costs of study and living - this includes direct costs of housing, food, clothing and other necessities. With the change to a grant-based system, the number and amount of loans decreased significantly. Instead students pursued other strategies to cover the cost of study, primarily student employment. Two points of concern are raised over this phenomenon. During a period of national economic difficulty, student work opportunities are rarer, making grant support more crucial than ever. Secondly, it is questionable whether students should work during their studies. The article suggests however that students work not only to support themselves but also to gain desired professional experience. It concludes with a brief discussion of pressing issues surrounding the current debate on student support.



Title : Childcare grant and other support for student parents in higher education in 2003/2004
government educational bodies; adult students; Educational grants parent learners; childcare grants; course-related grants; tax relief [image: image330.wmf]
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Corporate Authors : Northern Ireland (UK). Dept for Education and Learning, DELNI
Related project : Northern Ireland's Parents Learning Allowance (UK), PLA
Imprint : Belfast (UK), HSMO, 2003
Collation : 24 p.

Abstract : This guide sets out the financial assistance available to students with children and recent changes made to the system. It includes full details of the Childcare Grant, Parents Learning Allowance, and Child Tax Credit. Following a review of targeted student support, student financial support schemes underwent several changes. This resulted in a simplified administration of assistance and increased upfront aid. The new Parents Learning Allowance provides up to £1,300 for course-related costs and the Childcare Grant has increased its coverage from 70 percent to 80 percent of actual day-care costs. The new Child Tax Credit replaces the Dependent Tax Credit for children.
URL : http://www.delni.gov.uk/docs/pdf/Childcaregrant.pdf


Title : L'Enseignement supérieur: la vie étudiante
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Corporate Authors : France. Ministère de la jeunesse, de l'éducation, et de la recherche, MJENR

Abstract : France's Ministry of Education provides technical details for all types of financial aid available to students. Students under the age of 26 are able to apply for the following types of financial aid: merit-based grants, grants based on social and university criteria, allowance for transportation and housing, and means-tested student loans.
URL : http://www.education.gouv.fr/sup/etudiant/default.htm
URL : http://www.education.gouv.fr/index.php


More information
The French Government provides the following types of student support for full time students, who are for the most part under the age of 26. 

Targeted grants:

· Means-tested based on household gross annual income

· Amount awarded depends on income, living arrangements, number of dependents taken in charge by the parents or the parent learner and if the dependents have any disabilities

· Amount ranges from 1 296 € to 3 501 €

Merit bursaries are awarded to students:

· enrolled in one of the École nationales and 

· are beneficiaries of targeted grants.

· The amount is 6,012 € per year.

Fellowships:

· Depending on type of course, amount ranges from 3 780 € to  4 077 €

Hardships funds are available to students who find themselves in serious and unforeseen financial difficulties. Students will have to undergo a similar assessment as for applying a targeted grant. 

Supplementary grants are awarded to students who:

· Have returned from maternity leave or sick leave

· Corsican residents

· The amount is 270 €

Travel grants are given to students living in the Parisian suburbs. A student card for public transport is available at a reduction of 40 percent. 

Means-tested student loans are available only to students who are not recipients from other aid programs:  

· Amount is 1,500 € per year

· Repayment period is 10 years 

· Zero interest charges

In addition, students between the age of 20 to 26 benefit from:

· subsidized social security and healthcare

· school meals offered at canteens for a reduced price of 2.60€

· subsidized student housing and accommodation grants. 
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European Conference on Educational Research. University of Hamburg, Germany, 7-20 September. 2003
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 A Comparison of the extent to which financial status affects the student experience in England and France
September 2003 ; 18 p. 
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Netherlands. Ministry of Education, Culture and Science
Jongbloed, B. [et al.]
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 Public funding of higher education. A comparative study of funding mechanisms in ten countries
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 Financiering masters: argumenten en arrangementen
2001 ; 112 p. 
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European Commission
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 Financial support for students in higher education in Europe. Trends and debates
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 L'Aide financière aux étudiants de l'enseignement supérieur en Europe. Tendances et débats
1999 ; 260 p. 
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Global Higher Education Exchange Conference: Paying for Higher Education: Emerging Trends, Challenges and Solutions. Washington, D.C., December 5-6. 2000
[image: image342.png]


 Cost sharing and understanding student choice: developments in Western Europe and Australia
2000 ; 13 p. 
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Title : A Comparison of the extent to which financial status affects the student experience in England and France
access to education; university students; student loans; student employment; cost of living; comparative education student debt [image: image349.wmf]
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Authors : Curtis, Susan; Klapper, Rita
Meetings : European Conference on Educational Research. University of Hamburg, Germany, 7-20 September. 2003
Imprint : September 2003
Collation : 18 p.
Notes : Incl. tables & references

Abstract : The UK funding system for undergraduate university students has undergone considerable change in recent years. Further changes in the form of higher tuition fees and support for those universities willing to take students from lower income families are anticipated during 2003. In France the state has not engaged in a reform to increase the financial participation of students by raising fees and developing loans. Student loans are available for support in the UK, whereas support is exclusively a grant system in France. Currently, on average, British students finish their studies £7,421 in debt (Woodward, 2003), and almost half of undergraduates in England work part-time during term-time in order to supplement their income. French students do not appear to take term-time employment or to amass the same level of debts as UK students do.
URL : http://www.leeds.ac.uk/educol/documents/00003193.htm
More information


ANNEX 4 EVALUATION OF ONLINE RESOURCES

The World Wide Web offers information and data from all over world but it does not provide a system of monitoring and controlling information quality. In the case of print material, the content has already been evaluated by scholars, publishers and librarians. Therefore it is necessary to develop and establish a set of criteria to evaluate information found on the Internet. We propose the following synthesis of important criteria produced by the European Union DESIRE project as a guide to assess and to prioritise online material and resources. The following material was developed to benefit the academic research community in the European Union.

Content criteria

· Validity: well researched, unbiased, available in print version, verifiable references and bibliography

· Accuracy of content and grammar 

· Authority and Reputation of Source:  who is the author, how is the information reviewed, what is the origin of the Web site, its affiliations and how is it funded

· Uniqueness: original work, primary information, added value to links to external sites

· Comprehensiveness: scope of coverage, depth

· Completeness: availability of full text, missing information and dead links

Form Criteria

· Navigation: logical structure, contents page or index, search function

· User Support: online help available, instructions, contact information 

· Use of Appropriate Technologies: recognised standards, accessible by all users, use of propriety software

· Design and Aesthetics: attractive, legible, visual presentation, interactivity

Process Criteria: is the information, interface and system reliable, durable and current. 

ANNEX 6

Glossary of Keywords used in the IIEP Student Support Schemes Database

The definitions for the keywords are based on the explications used by UNESCO Thesaurus (see http://databases.unesco.org/thesaurus/). In the case that no definition is given by UNESCO, definitions have been developed using a variety of reference sources (dictionaries of educational terms, encyclopaedias on education and economics, government bodies and their publications, and research studies). Please consult the reference sources found at the end of this document. 

UF: “use for”

Academic achievement (UF: academic performance, student achievement, student progress, academic attainment): the level of knowledge or skill acquired or learned as demonstrated by evidence of some kind. See persistence for re-enrolment of students. 

Access to education: conditions, circumstances or requirements governing admittance to educational institutions or programmes. 

Adult students (UF: mature students, adult learners): a higher education population group, regarded as ‘mature” being that they are older in age from other post-secondary students. Use for assistance  targeted to adult students.

Childcare grants: a non-repayable grant provided to students with dependent children to cover the costs of enrolment in registered or approved childcare. 

Comparative education: the study of comparing educational theory and practice in two or more countries in order to broaden understanding of educational problems and evaluate different approaches to solving similar problems. 

Cost effectiveness: an analytical technique employed to identify the costs of different ways to accomplish an objective, in particular to identify the lowest cost to realise an objective, and to measure the productivity of education. 

Cost of living: economic living conditions of individuals, households and populations. 
Cost recovery: a finance policy of recovering some portion or all of the underlying cost of providing a service, goods or credit. In the provision of education, the most common form is charging educational fees levied on students and/or parents. 

Course-related allowances: a non-repayable sum of money given to students to support the costs related to the purchase of books, supplies and equipment required by study. 

Credit cards: a card issued by banking institutions that provides the cardholder direct access to credit and/or cash. Credit limit varies and interest is payable on outstanding balances, usually to be paid on a monthly basis. Credit cards are a source of financial resources for some students. 

Democratization of education (UF: widening access policies): policy of ensuring equality of educational opportunity in order to achieve universal education

Differential fees: a finance policy whereby tuition is set according to various categories of students. There are different rationales and approaches to determine the fee charged, such as the cost of teaching, study level, rate of return, affordability, national manpower needs, and residency (domestic students and foreign students).
Disabled persons (UF: handicapped people, disabled students, students with disabilities): persons who suffer from some physical, mental or emotional handicap that restricts or limits the ability to perform an activity in the manner or within the range considered normal for a human being. Use for policies and studies dealing with financial schemes targeted at disabled students. 

Disadvantaged groups (UF: groups of concern, socially disadvantaged, underprivileged groups, vulnerable groups, disadvantaged students) those who suffer from, or a combination of, social, economic, physical, mental or family handicaps (elderly, prisoners, poor, minorities, disadvantaged children, unemployed, disabled persons). In the case of disadvantaged students, this refers to unfavourable conditions that diminish life chances to foster normal development. Due to racial or ethnic discrimination, minority group children could be considered as disadvantaged. See also disabled persons. Use for policies and studies dealing with financial aid targeted at disadvantaged students. 
Educational administration: in the broader sense, it is the legislative, organizational, operational and supervision arrangements required to support the implementation of educational policies. In a more narrow sense, it refers to the articulation, arrangements and coordination between different kinds of educational institutions, levels of education and organizations concerned with education. Use for student support administration.

Educational budgets: forecasted and accounted state of expenses and financial revenues at the government or institutional levels.

Educational choice (UF: choice of educational institution; choice of school; choice of university): a policy to offer choice of educational providers to students.

Educational costs (UF: educational expenditure): costs of education to the State, to families and to individuals.

Educational efficiency (UF: educational cost effectiveness, performance): degree to which educational systems are successful in optimizing the educational input/output relationship. 

Educational fees (UF: tuition, tuition fees, school fees): the monetary sum charged to students for instruction and for any other academic services (registration, exams, heath care, room and board, sports activities etc.). For purposes of this database, a distinction is made between tuition fees – fees charged for the cost of instruction and teaching – and user fees – a fixed charge for all other services. Educational fees are used here to designate tuition fees. See user fees. 
Educational financial resources (UF: diversification of financial resources, diversification of sources, revenue diversification): an educational policy that seeks to multiply the sources of revenues to finance education. 

Educational grants (UF: educational rewards, study grants, student grants, bursaries): a cash award to students from the State, educational institution or other funding body to cover the costs of study and/or living expenses. See tuition discounting.
Educational legislation (UF: educational laws) official documents that set out the legal provisions governing education.

Educational policy: official statements of educational goals set out by central and local governments.

Educational reform (UF: educational change, educational renewal): broad-reaching policies to change some part of a national educational system through legislation, initiatives and projects. Use for student aid reform.

Educational statistics 

Educational vouchers: money coupons distributed by the government to parents and students to enable them to purchase education at an educational institution of their choice. The selected institution then redeems the value of the voucher from the government. 

Enrolment trends: changes in educational movement, either past or future, which occur in response to social, economic or environmental trends.

Ethnic groups (UF: ethnic minorities, minorities, national minorities, race, racial groups, racial minorities)

Family allowances: cash payments paid by the government to households where there are children, to assist in the cost of their upbringing. Usually based on the size of the family, family allowances can be financed out of the general national fund or drawn from specific revenue sources such as an employer tax policy. 

Fellowships: a financial award to continue studies to an advanced level, such as a doctorate degree and other graduate levels of higher education. Often awarded to graduate students who have demonstrated high standard of academic performance. See scholarships for financial awards granted to students enrolled in school and undergraduate programs. 

Financing choices: options available to parents and students on how to pay for education.

Forbearance (debt forgiveness; forgiveness of a debt; debt remission; remission of a debt): a refraining from the enforcement of a debt that is due. 

Foreign students (UF: International students, nonresident alien, overseas students): students not native to a particular country. Use for assistance provided by host countries to foreign students. 

Free education: a policy of non fee-paying education.

Government educational bodies (UF: departments of education, Ministries of education): as part of the educational administrative structure, these bodies are principal government departments and agencies concerned with education.

Government organizations: type of institution that has a mission to assist the government to fulfil its social, economic, political and environment obligations. 

Graduate endowment contributions: students contribute a fixed amount after graduation. 

Graduate tax: a lifetime student contribution collected through income tax.

Graduates: individuals who have successfully completed the requirements of a higher education and have been awarded a degree. 

Hardship funds (UF: hardship grants, hardship loans, hardship benefits, access grants): additional financial assistance to students who are in serious financial difficulty. 

Households: a single economic unit that designates anywhere from a single person to an entire family.

Housing grants (UF: accommodation allowance; housing allowance, rent allowance): a non-repayable sum of money awarded to students to cover the cost of housing. This is a direct fund transfer to students which gives students some choice on where to live. See student housing

Income contingent loans (UF: ICL, income contingent repayment plan, ICRP, income contingent repayment scheme, income contingent repayment plan, loan contingent scheme, income contingent repayment loans, ICRL): a loan scheme whereby payments are a fixed portion of monthly or annual income. Some schemes offer minimum earning threshold before repayments begin. 

Industry and education (UF: school industry relation): a policy to deal with the articulation between industry and education and to provide a framework for partnerships between these two sectors. 

Lifelong education (UF: lifelong learning, continuing education, continuous learning, permanent education)

Living allowances (UF: supplementary grants, maintenance grants): a sum of money awarded to students to meet day-to-day costs (shelter, food, local transportation and miscellaneous expense), which distinguished from costs for instruction. 
Living conditions: the conditions and quality that an individual, group of individuals or peoples live.

Loan bursaries (UF: loan-grants, convertible loans): loans which can be fully, or in part, converted into a non-repayable grant, depending on the conditions set out (academic performance, attainment, length of study).

Manpower bursaries (UF: priority areas grants, student-teacher grants): financial assistance or fee remission awarded to students who study in fields of national manpower priority. 

Manpower needs (UF: labour demands, labour requirements): general demand for labour, or demand in particular industries or sectors of the economy. 

Means-tested grants: non-repayable grants awarded to students based on the financial circumstances of the student or that of the parents. The intention is to favour more financial support for students from low-income households. 

Means-tested loans: student loans awarded on the basis of the student or family financial circumstances. The intention is to favour more financial support for students from low-income households. 

Means-testing: a process to determine and verify the amount that a household can reasonably afford to pay for education. Usually based on annual parental or student income, indicators can also include family assets and various socio-economic criteria (number of children in higher education, parents’ level of education, number of household appliances, and access to running water).

Merit aid (UF: merit scholarship; scholarship awarded on excellence; scholarship awarded on merit): a financial award or fee remission awarded to students who have demonstrated unusually high academic ability, often awarded without regard to the winner’s financial need. 

Minority groups (UF: minorities): a population whose race, religion or ethnic background differs from that of the dominate background of persons in a given population. Use for targeted assistance for minority group students. 

National service repayments (UF: civil service, civil service repayments): repayments collected through employment in the public sector. 

Needs assessment (UF: needs analysis, needs identification): a process to identify what people, institutions or systems require as a prelude to planning development programmes. In student financial aid, it refers to the procedure of calculating the difference between education costs to be paid (tuition, user fees, living expenses) and what the student and/or parents can reasonably afford based on assessed household resources. 

Nonmeans-tested grants (UF: non-selective grants, universal grants): grants available to all students regardless of household income.

Nonresident policies (UF: nonresident student): educational policies dealing with domestic students who are not a bona fide resident of the state, province or region served by that educational institution. See foreign students. 
Opportunity funds: financial assistance targeted to students from low-income backgrounds families where there is little or no family history of higher education. This type of assistance is seen as part of a widening access policy.  

Parent learners (UF: students with dependents, parent students): students who have dependent children.

Parent participation (UF: parental contribution): the presence of parents in education projects. In the case of student financing, this refers to parental financial contribution in education. 

Part-time students (UF: part-learners) students enrolled in courses that constitute a certain proportion of a full course load. The determined percentage varies, for example, from at least 20 percent to less than 60 percent of a full course load. 

Penalty tuition fees: educational fees charged to students who have surpassed the fixed period of study to complete a course year or programme.
Persistence (UF: attendance, retention, attainment): re-enrolling in a second year of study at the same educational institution. 

Private administration (UF: outsourcing student aid administration, private collection agencies): subcontracting out the administration of student support by the government to a private sector agency. 

Private education: (UF: fee-paying education, private schools, independent schools) education other than that provided by an agency of government, at all levels from nursery school through university.
Private financed students (UF: non-subsidised students, dual system, dual track system): students who do not benefit from government subsidised places at educational institutions, thus paying the full cost of education, and who receive no government financial aid. Financing comes from private sources such as personal funds, private loans or employer sponsorship.

Private loans (UF: bank loans, commercial loans): loans issued by financial institutions that have not entered an agreement with the government to offer student loans. 

Privatization: the transfer of ownership of public sector organisations into private hands.

Professional training (UF: training of professionals): special instruction to develop skills needed to improve job performance of professional personnel; usually short term and job specific.

Public expenditure: the expenditure of public funds raised from taxation and spent by central and local government agencies as distinct from private individuals, organisations or firms.

Repayment arrangements: a general term encompassing administrational arrangements to collect financial obligations from students.

Resource allocation: decisions on how available resources will be used.

Savings: all income not spent on goods and services. Firms, institutions and households save. 

Scholarships: a financial gift or fee remission awarded to students enrolled in school and undergraduate levels of education. See fellowships for awards granted to students enrolled in graduate levels of education.

School meals (UF: meal subsidies, subsidised meals, canteens, student restaurants): a type of student welfare that offers subsidised catering services in order to provide student meals for free or at reduced prices.

Single parents: a parent who has never married, who is separated or divorced from a spouse, or who is widowed, and who has legal and/or physical custody and responsibility for supporting a child or children. Use for single parent support.

State and education: a policy that sets out the state-education relationship and the mechanisms to sustain this relation. The substance of this relationship varies considerably, shaped by a theoretical perspective of the State and the function of education. 

Student aid design (UF student aid setting, student aid models): the study of the theory and practice of determining equitable, efficient and effective student aid programmes.

Students (UF: pupils): persons pursuing a course of study

Student attitudes: how students feel or perceive toward a fact or state.

Student behaviour: how students act and react in the learning environment and in educational systems with their teachers and peers. 

Student borrowing: a demand of money made by a student to help finance higher education attendance expenses with the expressed intention of returning the same, and in many cases, plus interest. 

Student debt (UF: student liabilities): amount of money borrowed by a student from a creditor (government loans, private loans, credit cards) while enrolled at an educational institution. 

Student employment (UF: term-time work, summer student employment): the activity of students who work to cover the costs of their studies. 

Student housing (UF: student residences, dormitories): a welfare service to provide residences at a low cost or free accommodation to students studying at an educational institution. This subsidised service is distinct from housing grants. See housing grants.
Student loans: an advance of finance provided by financial creditors to students to cover the costs of study and/or living expenses, which must be repaid after the student graduates or terminates his or her studies. 

Student organizations: type of educational association attended by and composed of students; may serve any of a wide variety of purposes, including social, intellectual, athletic, recreational, or political objectives. 

Student transportation (UF: school buses, school transportation, transportation subsidies, subsidised transport) a subsidised service paid by the government or by individual transport companies to transport students to and from their homes, on school visits, and on other purposes. See travel grants for direct fund transfer to students to cover travel expenses. 
Student welfare (UF: educational welfare): provision of subsidised services to maintain the well-being of students, serviced by various agencies - government, institutions and student unions. Services may include health care, psychological counselling, transportation, restaurants and housing. 

Study abroad (UF: training abroad, study abroad assistance, support for study abroad, study overseas) students who move to a foreign country to study at an educational institution. Use for support provided by countries to send their domestic students to study abroad.

Subsidised loans: a loan programme that guarantees and subsidises interest charges on loans. 
Targeted grants: a non-repayable sum of money available to selected student populations, often designed to target underrepresented groups in education or to address priority manpower needs. 

Targeted loans: loans available to selected student populations, often designed to target underrepresented groups in education or to address specific manpower needs. 

Tax relief (UF: tax credits, tax shelter, tax reductions, tax exemptions): a form of support whereby households pay less in taxes to the government. There are several forms of tax relief such as exemptions and deductions of certain parts of taxable gross income (tax exemptions and tax allowances) or a sum of money deducted from the amount of liable tax (tax credit). 

Taximeter models: a public financing mechanism that allocates public funding to educational providers on the basis of the number of students who pass their exams or successfully complete their course or programme. 

Travel grants: an educational grant awarded directly to students to cover the travelling expenses to attend an educational institution. See school transportation as a form of subsidised service.
Tuition deregulation (UF: top-up fees, market fees): an educational financial policy that transfers some of or all of the decision-making to educational institutions to set the level of tuition charged to students. 

Tuition discounting (UF: fee-exemption policies, fee remission): an educational financial policy employed by governments and/or educational institutions to lower or abolish educational fees for selected student groups.

Tuition setting (UF: tuition philosophy, tuition design): the study of the theory and practice of determining affordable and equitable tuition fees. 

Universal education (UF: educational for all, equal education, equal opportunity in education): based on the political idea that all students should have the same or comparable chances to develop their abilities to the fullest, regardless of their differences, economic, social, ethnic and others, this educational policy strives to implement a system of education extending opportunities to all. 

University students (UF: college students): term reserved to students pursuing a course of study at a higher education institution. 

Unsubsidised loans: a government loans programme that charges interest at or close to real market rates. 

Up-front fees: a financial policy of charging educational fees that must be in paid in advance to attend an educational institution. 

User fees (UF: registration fees, examination fees, laboratory fees, diploma fees, membership fees, out-of-class fees, school fees): a monetary sum charged to students for any service delivered other than the provision of teaching and instruction. Often distinguished from tuition fees which are associated to the cost of teaching and instruction.  Use educational fees for tuition fees.
Women students (UF: female students, girl students) 

Work-study program: a program that organises paid work opportunities for students during the academic year. 

Date: September 13th, 2004. 
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